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— —On the morning of October 19, 1937, Mr. V. G. Bowden, 
Australian Trade Commissioner in China, was informed that. 


ne etter addressed to Mr. D. Milne had been delivered to. 


a Mr. S. Le. Ling at the Central Bank of China. He was also 
informed that Mr. Ling would acknowledge receipt of the. 


er if he cared to ring up telephone number 74580 or. 
7TOOOL. 


n reply, M Bowden atated that he had received 
nformation that Mr. D. Milne was now in Canton. He wished 
to express his thanks for the action taken by the Police 


e = ate. ne Oe abouts of Mr. Da. Milne. 
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_ The letter, addressed to Lir. D. Milne by 


_ hire Sowden, Was aelivered by a special messenger to _. 


Lire. SL. Ling at tne Central Bank ot China this morning. 
a 


|) Mr. Ling telephoned statins he is um .e to issue a written 


| acknowledgment as it will mean leakage of militzry secretBe 
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REFERENCE No. oa 12 THE BUND 


SHANGHAI, 15th October, 1937. 


Major K. M. Bourne, M.C., 
Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
S. M. Police Headquarters, 
185 Foochow Road, 
LOCAL. 


Dear Major Bourne, 


Acting on your kind suggestion, I 
enclose a letter addressed to "D. Milne, Esq.” and 
should be very grateful if you will have this for- 


warded for me. 


Yours sincerely, 


. Jeli 
re eed 


va P Gnok AUSTRALIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER IN CHINA. 
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Enquiries have been made at the Fassport Uffice, _ 

_woosung-shanghai Martizl iaw tleadquarters and tne shanghai _ 
Office of tne waichiaopu, They.:.ave no record of any person 
bearing this name (D. Milne) having obtained a visa for 

Nanking or a Military Pass for the tripe. 2 Sgn ee 
Not satisfied with the above information, I continued 
_enguiries at the Park Hotel. the Chinese Maneger, lur. Lu, 
informed me confidentially that during his stay in the hotel 
_-between August 29 and September 1, Mr. Milne was visited 
frequently bya Cantonese named Lu Bing Cham, that both went __ 


_ to Nanking at the same ti or ho tet peta 
ae te 
_ charges,.etc. were paid by Mr. S.L. Ling, Departmental Chief . 


ef the Central Bank of China, a close follower of Dr. HH-Kunge _ 


_ Mr. Ling being an acauainsance of mine, was approached for 
.. information... He states that De Milne went to Nanking on Sept. 1. 
__where he has succeeded in obtaining orders for a large consignment 

of supplies (? war supplies) from Australia. He returned to 
_Shanghai once avout_a fortnight ago but is now believed to be at 
| Nanking again, Prior to leaving Shanghai o eptember 1, he is 


he Mr. Ling refuses to reveal the address of Mr. D.aMilne_ 
at Nanking, but states he is quite safe and Mr. Ling will 


St, 
_undertake to deliver_all letters addressed to Mr. Milne, 0/0 Mi Lng 


the Central Bank of China, Shanghaie 


October 13, 37. 


Ve Ge. Bowden, Dsc., 
Australian Trade Comiissioner in China, 
12 The Bund. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated Ootober 12, 1957, in regard to the disappearance 
of Mr. D. Milne, and in reply have to inform you that 
the matter is receiving attention. The result of ac- 


tion taken will be communicated to you in due course. 


Iam, Sir, 


Your obedient servant : 
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REFERENCE No. =e 12 THE BUND 


SHANGHAI, 12th October, 1937. 


The Commissioner of Police, 
Shanghai Municipal Council, 
185 Foochow Road, 
LOCAL. 


Dear Sir, 


On the night 3lst August last I received a telephone 
call from a man who described himself as an Australian 
commercial traveller named D. Milne, and who told me that 
he was intending to leave the following day by road for 
Nanking in the hope of being able to secure orders from the 
National Government for supplies of provisions, uniform 
cloth, etc., from Australia. He gave me no indication as 
to when he expected to come back to Shanghai, but as my 
Government has asked me to interest myself in the safety 
of Australians here I enquired of the Park Hotel on 5th 
instant as to whether he had returned. They replied that 
he had left on lst September for Nanking, leaving no for- 
warding address, and that they had had no subsequent news of 
him. I also had enquiries made of the Cathay, Metropole and 
Palace Hotels and at Cathay Mansions and Medhurst, and was 
told that he had not registered at any of these. 


I then wrote (on 5th inst.) to the British Consulate- 
General here asking if they had any knowledge of his movements 
and was informed verbally that they had no record of him here 
but had wired to the Consulate in Nanking enquiring regarding 
him. Wsterday Mr. A.G.N. Ogden telephoned me that a reply 
had been received from the Consulate in Nanking to the effect 
that they could find no trace of him there. 


I am making further enquiries in Nanking through 
private (Australian) channels, as it would seem really to 
be there that one must look for him, but in order to satisfy 
myself that he has not returned here I should be very 
grateful if you would make such enquiries as you can here 
with a view to learning anything you can regarding his move- 
ments. 


I may say that, from his conversation with me by 
telephone, it would seem that he was in touch with Chinese 
here who had been advising him regarding his trip to Nanking. 
I would add further that I have never met the man himself 
and know nothing of him except for his telephone conversation 
with me above referred to. 


Thanking you in anticipation of your kind co-opera- 
tion in this matter, 


I an, 
Yours yery truly, 


fi Ci Li re 


(Vv. G. Bowden) 
AUSTRALIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER IN CHINA. 


